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PRESS RELEASE

The number of people rescued from slave labor in Brazil is, so far,
the biggest since 2013

According to data from the CPT's National Campaign to Combat Slave Labour, the
number of people rescued from slave labor in 2021 has already reached 1,636. The

numbers correspond to the period from January 1st to December 9th of this year.
There were 151 cases of slave labor in rural areas, of which 142 were inspected.

The state of Minas Gerais leads with 49 cases and 731 people rescued.

The CPT's National Campaign to Combat Slave Labor "De Olho Aberto para Não
Virar Escravo", publishes data on the ‘number of cases of slave labor in rural areas
identified in 2021’, the ‘cases that were inspected’, the ‘number of workers enslaved
people informed in the official denunciation and the number of people rescued’. Even
with partial data, updated until December 9, the number of people rescued from
the criminal practice of contemporary slavery is already the highest since
2013.

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021*

CASES 142 132 80 68 67 86 89 96 151

NUMBER OF
WORKERS IN THE

OFFICIAL
COMPLAINT

1,730 2,494 1.760 751 532 1,465 880 1,104 1,929

PEOPLE
RELEASED 1,103 1,242 556 544 389 945 745 810 1,636

*Data updated until 12/09/2021. Source: CPT National Campaign to Combat Slave Labor and CPT
Documentation Center - Dom Tomás Balduino.

There were 1,636 people rescued in 2021. An increase of 102% compared to
the number of people rescued from this practice in the entire year of 2020. Of
this total, 54 were children and adolescents. The Southeast and Midwest regions of
Brazil concentrated the largest number of enslaved people under 18 years old, 17



each. These two regions are also responsible for the highest numbers of ‘cases of
slave labor’, ‘workers on the official complaint’ and the ‘released people’ in 2021. The
Southeast region of Brazil accounts for 37% of cases and 55% of those released,
while the Midwest accounts for 22% of cases and 24% of those released in 2021.

REGION CASES SUPERVISED
CASES

WORKERS
INVOLVED

PEOPLE
RELEASED

UNDER 18
YEARS OF

AGE

North 27 22 298 128 7

Northeast 26 26 215 174 8

Midwest 34 31 457 405 17

South 8 8 41 39 5

Southeast 56 55 918 890 17

TOTAL: 151 142 1,929 1,636 54
Source: CPT National Campaign to Combat Slave Labor

The state of Minas Gerais is, once again, the state with the highest number of
cases of slave labor and people freed from this practice in rural areas. There
were 49 of the 151 identified cases and 731 of the 1,636 rescued from rural slave
labor. Followed by the states of Goiás, with 291 freed, and Pará with 94. The state of
Pará occupies the second position with the highest number of cases (21), and Goiás
the third (15).

The fact that the state of Minas Gerais has led the ranking of rural slave labor in the
last seven years is also due to the outstanding performance of labor inspection
teams in the region. With a staff of labor inspectors reduced by 44% of its normal
staff across the country (only 2,039 of the 3,644 positions created by law are filled
today), in addition to repeated attempts by the federal government to further weaken
this performance, the effort of the teams guaranteed a high number of
establishments inspected in 2021.

Cattle raising was the activity that, in 2021, made the most use of slave labor in rural
areas. It accounts for 23% of all cases, followed by permanent crops (19%),
temporary crops (18%) and charcoal production (11%). However, it was in temporary
crops the largest number of people rescued from slavery, 600 people, 37% of the
total rescued in the year. In second place, 382 people were rescued from permanent
crops, 23% of the total, followed by the production of charcoal, from which 158
people were rescued, that is, 10% of the total.



The state of Goiás was responsible for the largest rescue of enslaved workers in the
year 2021. 116 workers who collected corn husks for the production of cigarettes in
Água Fria de Goiás were rescued by Labor Tax Auditors from the Grupo Especial de
Fiscalização Móvel (GEFM). The operation was carried out based on fiscal
intelligence work, with the purpose of investigating signs of slave labor in the
surroundings of the Federal District. The victims came from various parts of the
country, having been recruited in the states of São Paulo, Minas Gerais, Maranhão
and Piauí.

Amazon rainforest
Almost a third of the cases of slave labor identified in rural areas took place in the
Legal Amazon (comprised of the brazilian states of Acre, Amapá, Amazonas, Mato
Grosso, Pará, Rondônia, Roraima and Tocantins and part of the state of Maranhão).
There were 45 cases, of which 38 were inspected. 193 workers were released in the
region.

LEGAL AMAZON

CASES SUPERVISED
CASES

WORKERS
INVOLVED

PEOPLE
RELEASED

UNDER 18 YEARS
OF AGE

45 38 429 193 7

30% of the total 27% of the total 22% of the total 12% of the total 13% of the total

Source: CPT National Campaign to Combat Slave Labor
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